St. John Lutheran Church July2010
242-5588

Pastor Dan Pool: 3216757, home
e-mail: dpool@stjohn-clinton-ia.org
Deaconess Intern Sarah Barkley: 324010, home
e-mail: sbarkley@stjom-clinton-ia.org
Web Site: www.stjohrclinton-ia.org

Vacation Bible School
July 267 30
9:00 a.m.z 11:30 a.m.

Planet Zoom
Mon: Bizz-zy Beelievers
Tues: An Unbedievable Meal
Wed: Amaz-z-zing Care
Thurs: A New Beeginning
Fri: Bee Free in Jesus
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Pre-Register: July 4, 11, 18, 25 in Church Fellowship Hall

Please note that since Vacation Bible School classes last for a-half

day, we a¥ that children be 4 years old to be enrolled. We do not
recommend Vacation Bible School f
experience. We do enroll members of St. John congregation who

have been attending Sunday School and/or Prescho@ring your

friends !



What are the challenges
to forgiveness?

In the 5t Petition to
the Lord’ s Pray:¢
“And forgive us
trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against

us. " This prayel
Matthew 6 (and Luke 11), antk Jesu
prayer with these words, “For if

your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.’

In this passage, Jesus confrontsstubborn refusal to forgive
others. Granted, forgiveness can be hard. Jesus is not denying that!
But when we are persistent in our refusal to forgive, we are simply
demonstrating our rebellion against God and our lack of faith in
God's forgiveness in Chsit.

Here Jesus directs us to “sear
believe the Gospel. I f we say, “I
refuse to forgive those who sin a
understand the forgiveness of Jesus. We should also hobk at God's
forgiveness as a “reward” for for
around! As we receive His grace, in true faith and thankfulness, we
are then freed by His forgiveness to forgive others.

u

Martin Luther summarizes this petition fromthe La d ’ s
Prayer in the Smal/l Catechi sm, ‘W
Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer
because of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we
pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He wialigive
them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve
nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly
do good to those who sin against
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- Pastor Pool



Pondering the Proverbs

Pastor Pool challenged us to read the Proverbs in June.
Beginning in July, Pastor Pool
begin engaging with the Wisdom of the Proverbs. God speaks
to us in the Proverbs about His will and His ways. Please come
and join us, whether you have attended this class before or not!
The class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 A.M. Bring your
Bible!

July 4: Wisdom, Poetry, and the Fear of God.

July 11: Fooishness, Arrogance, and Laziness.

Juy18: The Path in Solomon’s V
July 25: Observations About Life.

Sar ah BlReadoressy ' s
Commissioning service will be
Wednesday, August 4 at 7:00 p.m.

Coming in August: a newpicture directory ! Be ready b
spend just a little extra time at church, getting your pictue
taken from August 10-14 and 16- 18. Look for
more information coming soon!

On August 15 after the late service, parents
of youth entering 5" grade and up are invited
to a planning meetingforT A0 UAAO0O30
activities . There will be more information in the August
newsletter.

Church Picnic is August 22 this year. We
look forward to seeing you there!

Have you been hearing about t
giving program? Would you like tdearn more aboutThrivent
Choice? Come to an informational meeting after the late
service on August 29.



Each year at St. John we have
the blessing of putting onVacation
‘ . Bible School. Thi s year
- 1 Planet Zoom, is designed to help
)) ;‘» children and vdunteers learn more
It's Time for  about their Jesus and gain confidence
Vacation Bﬂ)]e to share His love.
School...

S

This year, the Mission Offering
will go to the Dominican Republic, where 40 percent of the
population lives in poverty and unemployment is near 28
percent. Your VBS offering wilhelp build two church
buildings, purchase musical instruments and Christian
resources, and provide medicine and doctor appointments for
poor families. This is in partnership with LCMS World Relief
and Human Care.

For many years now, our & —7th graders have had the
privilege of painting a nativity set throughout their VBS years.
Unfortunately, the molds we use to keep it a cost effective
project are deteriorating, and quality replacements are not
around. This will therefore be the last year to painhativity
sets. The good news is we have the opportunity to try a new
project next year! Leftover figurines will be
available to take home at the end of the VBS
week for those who would like to finish up
their project.

We welcome donations of cookies and
bars for refreshments. Any kind of cookie is
appreciated, but two of the favorites are rice
crispy bars and chocolate chip cookies. These
may be left in the church kitchen on July 25 or
during the week of VBS.

Thank you to all the volunteers this year ad in years
past who have made Vacation Bible School possible for our
young people.



Ladies Aid Meeting

Ladies Aid will meet at the church
fellowship hall at 1:30 p.m. Friday, July 2.
\ Claudia Schenk will lead the Bible Study.
After the meeting, refreshments will be
served by Norma Hammer and Helen
Niebuhr. All ladies are welcome.

/_/\7 Mary Martha Society

On Tuesday, July 13, the Mary Martha
Society will have a potluck picnic at the church at 6:00 p.m.
Please bring a dish to share. The meat, beverages, déalble
service will be furnished. After the meal, we will play cards.
Altar volunteers and guests are welcome.

Sewing Circle Potluck
The Sewing Circle Potluck dinner
is Friday, July 16, at 12:00 Noon

followed by an afternoon of cards.

St. John Quilting Bee

All ladies are invited to the
Quilting Bee to help sew and tie quilts
for Lutheran World Relief and both LEMS Seminaries. The
quilts are sent to victims of earthquakes, hurricanes and wars,
as well as those in need around the world. See you at the
church fellowship hall on Wednesday, July 21, 9:00 a.m!

Ladies Evening Bible Study
Ladies Evening Bible Study meets at 7 p.m. on July 6 and

27 to study Psalms 21 and 45.
of God’s Word and fell owship.



National LCMS Conwention

Our very own Kurt Flathers
is attending the 2010 LCMS
National Convention from July 10
17 in Houston, TX. He has been
elected to represent our Circuit as a
lay delegate.

At the Convention, people
from all over the country, both Pastors and Lajpelegates, will
vote on a variety of issues, including who will be our LCMS
President.Please keep Kurt in your prayers as he considers
and votes on resolutions.

If you would like to watch any of the proceedings, you
can go towww.lcms.org. Click onConvention on the left side
of the page. You can then view a live stream of the Convention.

National LCMS Youth Gathering

The 2010 National Youth Gathering is July 1Z1. Five
youth will be attending the Gathering in New Orleans, along
with two leaders, Adam and Sarah Barkley. They will be taking
a bus with a few other churches from lowa District East. The
youth are Christy Gosnell, Adam
Pladna, Joe Slapnicka, Emily Pool
and her friend, Ashley Hagemann.
Keep them in your prayers as they
gather and celebrae under the
theme We Believewith thousands
of other LCMS youth from across
the nation.




LWML Report z Sarah Barkley

Last weekend, | had the privileg®f attending myvery
first LWML Convention, where LWML members of lowa
District East gathered togetheifor food, fellowship, study of
God’s Word, and to take care o

|l don’t know what you pictu
St. John, we don’t often refer
Women’ s Missi-wamiasteagdhdceagluadi es
and “ Mary MaA ¢commonniscandegionyf.L\WWML
ladies is that they areall white haired ladies dressed in purple.
Admittedly, purple is the signature color of the LWML
(hooray!), but | saw a variety of ages of women
at the Convernion, including a dozen Young _jfl

Women’' s Repr e sEwteeasagarsy ( “
\
Lut heran Women' J\\Ii‘l\“ {I"I—

existst o affirm every woman s reI é
with Christ, as well as to encourage and equip women to live

out their Christian lives in active mssion ministries,and to

support global missions.The ladies of our church meet

monthly to hear a Bible Study, make donations to a variety of
missions, and see how they can personally be involved in
spreading the Good News of our Resurrected Jesus Christ.

At t hi s vy e aspeakerserzouraged us io 6o, ,
Gather and Glorify. We voted on where to send our Mite Box
money. We lifted our voices in song and in prayer to our Savior.
What a blessing it was to be surrounded by huireds of LGMS
women who desire to seek and to save the lost!

If you would like to learn more about LWML or become
involved, whether or not it be with Ladies Aid or Mary Martha
Society, please feel free to contaate.

-Deaconess Intern, Sarah Barkley



V.B.S. Classroom Locatons & Staff
July 26 z July 30, 2010
9:00 711:30 a.m.

Grade & Classroom Location

Preschool-Room 9
Kindergarten—Room 7

1st & 2nd Grades— Room 4

3rd Grade—Room 5

4th & 5t Grades- Fellowship Hall
6th Grade— Fellowship Hall

7th Grade— Room1

Stalff

Gina Andresen, Lenee AndreseSarah Barkley, Tad Bartels,
Tina Bartels, Sandy Bovis, Jan BrowbBpnna CrockettBonnie
Dethmann, Emily Eggers, Sarah Flathers, Judith Fullerton, Ellen
Gluesing, Christy Gosnell, Debby Gosnell, Sheryl Jindri¢gdune
Kammerer, Jennifer KammererJessica Kammerer, Brittany
Lorenzen,Jan PeterDeanna Petersen, Adam Pladna, Emily
Pool, Pastor Pool, Sallie PodPaul Specht, Lois Spechianet
Steen and her grandaughter, Amelia, Ashley Susie.

Thank you to all who hae
volunteered so far. We are still
looking for teachers for the Ft
and 2vd Grade class, the™8
Grade class, and thetYGrade
class, as well as volunteers for a
few other positions. If you are
able to help, please call Sarah
Barkley at the church, 242

5588, or at home, 3214010.




Preschool News

“See Ya Later, Al
theme of this year’'s
program. A 16foot student made ocean
mural featuring many of the animals we
learned about provided background
scenery while a large carfoard alligator
matched monkeys the children had made.
Singing, fingerplays, dancing and a
beanbag demonstration displayed the many talents we developed
throughout the school year. Congratulations to all the
preschoolers for a successful year!

Congratulaions are also in order for Mrs. Gina Andresen,
our preschool aide, who recently received her CDA (Child
Development Associate) Certification after hundreds of hours of
classroom and at home preparation. Representatives of the
National Credentialing Progran observed Gina at work in the
classroom and conducted an oral interview with her. She also
passed an extensive written exam and completed a portfolio
showcasing all aspects of an early childhood program.

Our teacher, Mrs. Joyce Martinez, has completdtet39
college credit hours and 100 hour practicum to have her lllinois
Teaching Certificate exchanged
with an emphasis on early childhood education. Congratulations!

New Member Picnic

Once every two or three years the
Board of Evangelism sponsors a picnic for
new members of the congregation. Everyone who has joined in
the last two years is invited to a catered picnic on July 11.
Fellowship is at 5:30 p.m., and dinner at 6:00. Please RSVP to the
church office if you have notlready done so.

[
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The: Deatonisy Diny

This month our children are going to learn about
believing. During VBS, their the
Beelievers Zip, Zap & Zoom for Jesus. Some of our High School
students will be going to the National Youth GatheringiiNew
Orl eans, where the theme is * We

Both of these events take on the task of defining what it is
we believe. Many find it obvious thatwe believe in Jesus, but the
real question is, “Who is this .
Youth Gatheing, young people have the opportunity to learn
more about who Jesus is and what He has done for them.

How do we know what tobelieve, in an age where the
most acceptable thing is tdoelieve whatever you want? The Bible
says the path to Heaven is narrow: S ma | | is the gat
the road that | eads to |ife, an:t
Jesus came to earth and taught those around Him so that they

might see the truth. 4 )
Peliele.
We say the Creed each week,

claiming that it is what we believe. We learnin confirmation class
and throughout our life the ins and outs of this @ed. Luther says

it so well. *“I1I believe that God
still takes care of them.without
believe that Jesus Christ, true@d ...i s my Lord, who
me, a | ost and condemned person.

believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gaismpley ..fThues. 'l s

Thank you for supporting and helping the young people of
our church discover what it iswe believe .

-Deaconess Intern, Sarah Barkley



New In Our Library

For Children:
Broderick is going on a shopping trip to the mall with his dad.
Morris,hi's | ittl e mouse friend, is coc

pocket! Broderick gets scared when he gets lost from his dad in the
mall. But Morris reminds him to pray to Jesus to help hirin Lost at
the Mall . (For Preschool/Primary readers).

BrotherBearf i nds out what happens when
homework in the TBwlkatBchdolai n Bear s’

For Juniors and Young
Teens:

A variety of chapter
books are available
for check-out on a
separate metal rack in
the library. If you like
adventure and !
suspense, select from ™%
THE MANDIE Series
or A SADIE ROSE
ADVENTURE. Horse lovers will enjoy the HORSEFEATHERS series.

For Adults:

Astrid has moved east to prepare for medical work in Africa. When
she’s called back to Norgsdutbréak kot a
on the nearby Indian reservation.
here? Will following God mean love passes her by? Lauraine

S n e | INb Digiancg Too Far, (in LARGE PRINT), is Book Two in

the HOME TO BLESSING series. (Book Gxé&jeasure of Mercy,

was previewed in the June newsletter.)

The year is 1871. Plum Grove, Nebraska, may never be the same
again when sixteen potential brides step off the train thereSixteen
Brides, by Stephanie Whitson, is a spirited tale of courageous
women who risk everything for the dream of owning land and
finding love on the Nebraska prairies.



July Birthdays & Anniversaries

CONGRATULATIONS!

Happy Birthday to:

Lois Meyermann, who will be 81 on July 2.
Ken Ketelsen, who will be 82 on July 7.
Edward Baasch, who will be 80 on July 12.
Orville Rickertsen, who will be 89 on July 14.
Helen Niebuhr, who will be 83 on July 20.
Carla Scott, who will be 83 on July 22.
Maxine Kuehl, who will be 86 on July 24.

Bill Martzahn, who will be 85 on July 26.

HappyAnniversary to:
James & Janice Brown, 45Vedding Anniversary on July 3.
David & Joyce Martinez, 40 Wedding Anniversary on July 25.

We list birthdays 80 and above and anniversaries for year one and
every five years thereafter unless we receive a resjumt to do so.

Private Communion Calls
Pastor Pool will be making private communion calls on
July19, 20 and 22 All our members in nursing homes are
automatically visited and receive communion every month.
Those at home who would like to receive comomion are
asked to call the church office, 242

# 5588, to schedule a convenient time.
Jé : Church Office Closed July 5
g Please note that the St. John

Church Office will be closed on
Monday, July 5 for the Independence Day Holiday.




THOSE WHO SERVE IN JULY

Early

Elders: Rick Eizenga
Gene Niebuhr

Ushers: Ronald McGauvran
Gary Lueders
Jon Meyermann
Craig Miller

Nursery Attendants (Late)

4 —Kristi & Brad LaShelle

11 —Carol Stuedemann &
Lenee Andresen

18 —Jill & Bethany Mootz

25 —Barb & TaylorBialas

Late

Elders: David Martinez
Troy Bialas

Ushers: Albert Stuedemann
Wayne Becker
Marty Bovis
Richard Stahl

Acolyte Schedule
4-Early —Lenee Andresen
4-Late—Jacob Simpson

11-Early —Ryan Clement
11-Late—Aubrey Gluesing

18-Ealy —Elder
18-Late—Emily Eggers

25-Early — Lewis Meyermann
25-Late—Tyler Petersen

inform ation by July 22

R
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If you would like to put any information in the
newsletter, contact Sarah Barkley, and get her the




