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3ÅÒÍÏÎ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓȣ 

Since the Sunday of the Resurrection, we have been 

hearing about “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” The great hope 

for us believers is His return, as the benefits of Christ’s 

Resurrection are fully realized in us and in our world. Join us 

on the Sundays of this 

Easter Season, as we witness 

the One Who was, and Who 

is, and Who is to come! 

May 2 - Revelation 21:1-7 

“Jesus makes all Things 

New” 

May 9 - Revelation 21:9-14, 

21-27 “Jesus and the New 

Jerusalem” 

May 16 - Revelation 22:1-6 

“Jesus and the River of Life” 

May 23 - The Day of 

Pentecost 

May 30 - The Holy Trinity 



Confirmation  

 On Sunday, May 2, at the 10:15 a.m. 

service five students of St. John will be 

confirmed: Jordan Chapman, Danna Dyer, 

Megan Mojeiko, Tyler Petersen and Jacob 

Simpson. Their oral exam is Wednesday, 

April 28 at 7:30 p.m., followed by a 

reception.  

 

-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 

 Mother’s Day is May 9, and we 

would like to wish all of you a happy and 

blessed Mother’s Day! As Luther says, 

“God has given this walk of 

life…motherhood…a special position of 

honor, higher than that of any other 

walk of life under it.” Thank You, God, for our children and our 

mothers! 

Graduation  
 
 On Sunday, May 30 at the 
10:15 a.m. service we will 
recognize our High School 
graduates. 
 Our High School 
graduates are asked to bring a 
billfold -sized picture to the 
church office by May 15 for our 
“Graduating Seniors” bulletin 
board. 
 



 

How Old is 

the World?  

 

This may 

initially seem 

like an 

unimportant 

question, but 

the manner in 

which we answer this question reveals a great deal about our 

worldview and our understanding of the Holy Scriptures.  

It is impossible to give a precise date to the age of the 

earth, although some have tried.  James Ussher was the Bishop 

of the Church of Ireland from AD1625–1656. He is best 

remembered for a chronology that put forward the date of 

creation as October 23, 4004 BC. He used the genealogies 

(Genesis 5, 10; Luke 3) of the Bible to make his claim. But as 

one compares the different genealogical lists, it appears that 

they are arranged for some poetic effect, and include some 

gaps which push the date of creation earlier than 4004 BC.  

But the Church does affirm a relatively young earth, and 

that God by the almighty power of His Word created all things 

out of nothing in six literal days by a series of creative acts. We 

believe that according to Genesis 1-3, Adam and Eve were real 

historical human beings and were the first 

two people who were created on a planet 

that God created in a mature state. 

We also believe that before Adam and 

Eve there was no curse and thus no death. There is no 

theological room for an evolution of the species over millions 

or billions of years of death through the survival of the fittest. 



That would require death before sin. Darwinian evolution is a 

theory that must be rejected, not only for philosophical and 

scientific reasons, but even more importantly for theological 

and Biblical reasons. 

Our understanding of Scripture points to the 

truthfulness and validity of the creation account in Genesis. In 

Romans 5, St. Paul reads the Genesis account as real history, 

not as a myth or metaphor, “If, because of [Adam’s] trespass, 

death reigned through that one man, much more will those 

who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” 

May Jesus Christ rescue us from the sin introduced into the 

world in history by Adam and Eve in Eden! 

 - Pastor Pool 

Tough Questions 

Beginning Sunday May 2, Pastor Pool’s Sunday morning 

Bible Class will discuss some of your more difficult Stump the 

Pastor questions. These questions require more than a quick 

answer and so we have chosen to address them in our Bible 

Study. Please join us each week at 9 a.m. as we discover what 

the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions have to say 

regarding the issues about which you have 

asked. 

May 2 - Do our pets go to heaven? (special 

guest, Deaconess Intern Sarah Barkley) 

May 9 - Is it a sin to get drunk? 

May 16 - Why don’t we have women pastors? 

May 23 - What happens to children who die before baptism? 

May 30 - Why don’t we have an American flag in the chancel? 



Preschool News 

 Rabbits, reptiles, rainbows, ramps, jelly beans, jazzy 

friends and jewels are just a few of the topics that were under 

discussion in the preschool room the last 

month. Now our thoughts will turn to 

gardens, growing plants, green grass and the 

great outdoors. God’s gracious goodness is 

seen in each of these gifts that are celebrated 

by our littlest people on a daily basis. What 

joy there is in seeing the growth our 

preschool students have made in eight short 

months!  

 

Pizza Ranch 
 
 On Monday, May 17, ladies from Mary Martha will be 

volunteering at the Pizza Ranch in Clinton during the dinner 

buffet. They will pick up your used plates and help with other 

things you may need. All tips and 10% of the night’s sales will 

go to St. John. Come eat at Pizza Ranch – you will support your 

tummy and support your congregation! 

 
 

Summer Music  

 

 During the summer 

months, there is no Adult 

or Youth Choirs, so our 

services may seem a bit 

sparse. If you would like 

to serve the congregation 

with your gift of music, be it vocal or instrumental, please 

contact Deaconess Intern, Sarah Barkley at church, 242-5588. 



Vacation Bible School  

 

 This year’s theme is “Planet 
Zoom.” Join us July 26 – 30 as we 
have a swarmin’ good time with 
devotions, Bible stories, singing, 
crafts, and refreshments. 

Bee Bold. Bee-lieve. Be HIS.  
 

 We still need teachers for most classes, as well as 
helpers for things like snacks, outdoor time, and decorations. If 
you are able to help, please contact Sarah Barkley, 242-5588. 
 

 

Deaconess Intern Sarah Barkley  

Graduation  

 

 Sarah Barkley will be in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana from Wednesday, May 19 until 

Thursday, May 27. May 20 is the day she 

will receive her call. May 21 is Sarah’s 

graduation. From May 24-26, she has her 

final class at the Seminary. 

 

 If you would like to view any of these services on-line, 

go to www.ctsfw.edu/live . Times are in Central time. 

Thursday, May 20 9:00 a.m. Call Service 

Friday, May 21 9:00 a.m. Baccalaureate 

Friday, May 21 5:00 p.m. Graduation 

 

 Because of this, there will be no Scrapbooking  during 

the month of May. Ladies Evening Bible Study  will not meet 

on May 25. Also, the Newsletter Deadline  is earlier than usual. 

If you have e-mail, she can still get it through May 20, but any 

submissions in print need to be at the church office on or 

before May 18. E-mail Sarah at sbarkley@stjohn-clinton-ia.org. 



Ladies Retreat  
 

 All ladies are invited to attend the Women’s Retreat 
“Lessons from the Vineyard” at Grace Camp, DeWitt, on 
Wednesday, May 5 from Noon-3:00 p.m. or 6:00-9:00 p.m. Both 
sessions begin with a salad meal. A $10 fee 
includes the meal and program. 
Reservations are due by noon on May 3 by 
calling Angie Stewart at the church office, 
242-5588. 
 
 Ladies who wish to carpool and are 
attending the afternoon session should call 
Claudia Schenk or Jan Peters; they are 
leaving from the south end of town. Ladies 
attending the evening session are leaving St. John at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 The retreat will take the place of the Mary Martha May 
meeting. 
 

Quilts  
 
 If you are interested in helping make quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief and both LCMS Seminaries, join us at Quilting Bee 
on Wednesday, May 19 at 9:00 a.m. and Sewing Circle on 
Friday, May 21 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Food Pantry Collection May 2  
 
 Donations of canned and 
packaged food, paper and soap 
products may be brought to the 
church fellowship hall on 
Sunday, May 2, for the Food 
Pantry Collection to be 
distributed to the unemployed at 
the Victory Center. 



 

 

 

 

 

Most people are much more open to giving care than to 

receiving it. As a result, there are countless people today who, 

though they really could benefit from a Christian friend who would 

listen and care for them, instead tough it out on their own. They 

remain the strong silent type, or wear a smile across a face that is 

holding back a flood of tears. 

It is most difficult  for people to ask for help. Whether it is 

because of guilt, shame, inadequacy, or fear of rejection, many would 

much prefer to suffer alone than ask for help.  

Our Stephen Ministers know all about receiving care. Many of 

them have been on the receiving end of care at an earlier point in 

their lives – something that has motivated them to give care now. 

They know how difficult it is to ask for help, but they also know the 

great personal and spiritual growth and healing that follows. They 

know how to respond in a caring and nonjudgmental manner. They 

are equipped, ready, and waiting to provide the comfort and care 

God very much desires you to have.  

If you find yourself now or in the future facing difficulties in 

life, don’t succumb to society’s norm of remaining strong and 

suffering alone. Take the courageous step of seeking help. Receive 

God’s love and care through the help of a Stephen Minister. Our 

Stephen Ministry offers the opportunity of a very confidential 

relationship with someone who will listen to you and provide you 

with the care and encouragement you need, while Christ brings you 

His mercy and grace. 

For more information on Stephen Ministry, please contact 

Deb Eickert at 242-7634 or Lori Eberhart at 563-659-2329.  



High School Choir and Youth Choir  

The High School and Youth choirs will have their last 

rehearsal on Wednesday, May 19. It will be a combined 

practice for both choirs from 5:30-6:30.  After practice we will 

celebrate with ice cream sundaes.  There will be certificates, 

awards, and a few games.  The 

choirs will conclude the choir 

season by singing on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 23 at the 10:15 

service. 

 

Library Hours  
 The church library is open on Sundays with a staff 

person to help you from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., except during 

the worship hour. 

 It may also be used while the church building is open, 

usually 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday thru Friday, on a “help 

yourself” basis, or whenever there are evening functions, also 

on a “help yourself” basis. (If lights are being used, just be sure 

that the “last one out” turns them off.) 

 

ENJOY YOUR LIBRARY! 

 

 

About the Lutheran Church Series  
 Three new books that teach us about the church have 

been added to our library. Worshiping with Angels and 

Archangels  leads the worshiper through Divine Service, 

helping them understand its significance. Ordering Our Days 

in His Peace presents the life and work of Jesus and the church 

through the times of the Church Year. And, Behold the Lamb  

explains the rich tradition and symbols of the Christian church. 

Attractiv e illustrations in bright color and a glossary in each 

book help readers to better understand the books. 



New In Our Library  

For Children: 

Broderick is afraid. Somehow he got locked in his Sunday 

school classroom. Morris the mouse reminds him that Jesus is 

always there to help him. Find out what happens in The 

Locked-In Friend.  (For Primary/Preschool readers.) 

 

Fourteen-year-old orphan Sarah “Scoop” Coop is really good 

with horses. She helps her Grandpa Coop with the horses at his 

horse stable, but it’s Aunt Dotty who teaches her about God 

and life. Horsefeathers  is about horses but more importantly 

about trusting God. (From the HORSEFEATHERS series for Pre-

teens/Teens.) 

 

Sadie Rose and the Double Secret is a story of 

courage and forgiveness for 9-12 year olds 

from A SADIE ROSE ADVENTURE series. 

 

Mandie and the Ghost Bandits  is another 

suspense-filled adventure for pre-teens and up. 

 

For Adults: 

Amy left home twelve years ago, eager to leave small-town life 

behind. Her sister, Kathy, remained behind to deal with the 

consequences that followed. When Amy suddenly returns, they 

must deal with the difficult road of reconciliation – toward one 

another and toward God. Where My Heart Belongs  is by 

Tracie Peterson. 

 

Moms, do you need something to help you through the day, 

something to uplift, to edify, to give you a chuckle or two? 

,ÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á 7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ 3ÏÕÌ by five Christian women 

authors has humorous, helpful insights, instant wisdom, and a 

quick giggle as well as very fitting NIV Scripture verses. 



  

 

 

 
 On Mother’s Day, we recognize all that our mothers do for 
us. The vocation of motherhood is a God-given one. That doesn’t 
always mean it’s easy. Mothers still sin, still doubt, and still get 
worn out. Often, a mother feels that all of her time and energy is 
used up on caring for her husband and children, which leaves her 
feeling drained and unkempt. 
 
 Revelation 21 and Ephesians 5 call the church the Bride of 
Christ: beautiful, precious, radiant and blameless. You may read 
these passages and think, “I wish I could be these things. Or you 
may read these passages and think, “I hope God sees the beauty in 
all I do – and in how much I do!” 1 Timothy 2:15 says, “Women 
will be saved through childbearing – if they continue in faith, love 
and holiness with propriety.” This definitely sounds like I need to 
win the “Best Mom of the Year” award in order to be saved! 
 
 But look closer at the end of this verse. Paul says, “if they 
continue in faith.” You see, Paul is reminding us that it is by faith 
we serve and love our children. This faith is trusting completely in 
Jesus Christ – believing that He is the One who does the work of 
saving us. Now we are free to love and serve those around us; our 
friends, family and neighbors. 
 
 We don’t have to be perfect mothers or perfect people in 
order to be saved. God only asks that we repent of our 
shortcomings and trust only in Him. He will do the work. And 
because Christ put His forgiveness on You, He has made you 
beautiful, precious, radiant and blameless.  
 
 As you go through your days, know that you are forgiven 
and beautiful. Know that you are free to serve in your vocation as 
God has called you, be it motherhood, fatherhood, a farmer, a 
receptionist, or a banker. 
 
    -Deaconess Intern, Sarah Barkley 



May Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

Margarette Rickertsen, who will be 88 on May 5. 

Donald Schwartz, who will be 82 on May 11. 

Georgiana Baasch, who will be 91 on May 12. 

Darlene Omann, who will be 80 on May 13. 

Dorothy Weber, who will be 91 on May 15. 

Harry Todtz, who will be 90 on May 15. 

George Hudelson, who will be 91 on May 16. 

John Rhame, who will be 85 on May 18. 

Alice Kopf, who will be 87 on May 19. 

Maye Pamperine, who will be 90 on May 26. 

Norma Hudelson, who will be 86 on May 27. 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

David & Janet Steen, 40th Wedding Anniversary on May 1. 

Pat & Lois Black, 55th Wedding Anniversary on May 8. 

Stanley & Nancy Von Thun, 45th Wedding Anniversary on May 8. 

Robert & Kristi Balk, 1st Wedding Anniversary on May 9. 

Brian & JoEllen Wall, 10th Wedding Anniversary on May 12. 

David & Shelba Van Horn, 40th Wedding Anniversary on May 23. 

 

We list birthdays 80 and above and anniversaries for year one and 

every five years thereafter unless we receive a request not to do so. 

 

Private Communion Calls  
 Pastor Pool will be making private communion calls on 

May 18, 19 and 21. All our members in nursing homes are 

automatically visited and receive communion every month. 

Those at home who would like to receive communion are 

asked to call the church office, 242-5588, to schedule a 

convenient time. 



THOSE WHO SERVE IN MAY 

 

Early 

 

Elders: Rick Eizenga 

 Gene Niebuhr 

 

Ushers:  David Steen 

   Jerry Judd 

   Al Morrow 

   Bob Hammer 

 

Nursery Attendants (Late) 

 

2 – Barb & Taylor Bialas 

 

9 – Carol Stuedemann & 

 Lenee Andresen 

 

16 – Jill & Bethany Mootz 

 

23 – Natalie Jackson & 

 Emily Pool 

 

30 – Heather Becker 

 

 

 

Late 

 

Elders: David Becker 

 David Martinez 

 

Ushers:   Wes Stuedemann 

   Tom Hardersen 

   Peter Sirna 

   Dale Schroeder 
 

Acolyte Schedule 

2-Early – Lenee Andresen 

2-Late – Aubrey Gluesing 

 

9-Early – Ryan Clement  

9-Late – Jacob Simpson  

 

16-Early – Elder 

16-Late –Jordan Chapman 

 

23-Early –Lewis Meyermann 

23-Late – Emily Eggers 

 

30-Early – Elder 

30-Late – Tyler Petersen 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to put any information in the 

newsletter, contact Sarah Barkley, and get her the 

information by May 18. 



 


